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Messages about Relationships in Popular Music [Unfaithful]
Music can communicate strong messages of love and relationships in our contemporary society. Contemporary music has been a tool that educates the society and informs them on matters relationships among other issues. In this paper, Rihanna’s song, Unfaithful will be looked to assess the relationship lessons it portrays. Unfaithful is a great song which teaches the bad side of cheating and abuse in romantic relationships. Rihanna sings, 
Story of my life
Searching for the right
But it keeps avoiding me
Sorrow in my soul
'Cause it seems that wrong
Really loves my company
He's more than a man
And this is more than love
The reason that the sky is blue
The clouds are rolling in
Because I'm gone again
And to him I just can't be true
Unfaithful by Rihanna paints relationships as sickening and abusive in some way. It can be debated whether the song glorifies the effects of cheating or warns against it. A question arises whether Rihanna is shedding light on how cheating in relationships can be sickening and abusive or whether she is trying to glorify the act. However, it remains true that one form of abuse in relationships is cheating on your partner as you watch them get sick over it knowing that you are happy with the other person as Rihanna sings,
And I know that he knows I'm unfaithful
And it kills him inside
To know that I am happy with some other guy
I can see him dying
[bookmark: _GoBack]Is Rihanna implying that unfaithfulness in relationships is the way to go?
Rihanna also implies that cheating in relationships is synonymous to murder resulting from abuse. She feels hurt by the fact that she is cheating in the relationship and the partner knows it and is getting sick of that fact. She sings, 
I don't wanna do this anymore
I don't wanna be the reason why
Every time I walk out the door
I see him die a little more inside
I don't wanna hurt him anymore
I don't wanna take away his life
I don't wanna be
A murderer 
Her tone is remorseful of the fact that she has been hurting her partner with her unfaithfulness. It signifies that however much hurting the other partner in a romantic relationship can be, there is always for a change of heart and make them make amends for their wrong deeds. 
I feel it in the air
As I'm doing my hair
Preparing for another date
A kiss upon my cheek
As he reluctantly
Asks if I'm gonna be out late
I say I won't be long
Just hanging with the girls
A lie I didn't have to tell
Because we both know
Where I'm about to go
And we know it very well
The extent of abuse in form of cheating can be revealed by the desire for the other partner to be faithful. Rihanna recognizes this and sings on,
'Cause I know that he knows I'm unfaithful
And it kills him inside
To know that I am happy with some other guy
I can see him dying
I don't wanna do this anymore
I don't wanna be the reason why
Every time I walk out the door
I see him die a little more inside
I don't wanna hurt him anymore
I don't wanna take away his life
I don't wanna be
A murderer
Rihanna eventually takes responsibility for her actions and feels resentment and sorry. She expresses her desire to stop cheating because it is silently killing her partner as she equates it to murder. 
And I don't wanna do this anymore
I don't wanna be the reason why
And every time I walk out the door
I see him die a little more inside
And I don't wanna hurt him anymore
I don't wanna take away his life
I don't wanna be
A murderer
A murderer
No no no no
Yeah yeah yeah yeah
It remains unclear though whether or not this song can raise awareness about abuse in relationships, especially in form of cheating for the people influenced by popular culture.
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